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CALFED Water T~’a~sfer Policy Principles
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T~e San £)ieg~ County Water Authori~ ~oa~d ~f Dive.ors hereby adopts the
following policy principles for t~e C~F~D Bay-Delta~ Program w~te~ t~nsfer issues:
Authonty st~ff Shall be guided by ~hese principles in evaluating a~d a~vocating
positions i~ ~e CALFEo process miatin9 to wa~e~

T~a CALFED Bay-Del~a p~eferred alternative should feature wate~ t~ansfers as one
element of an overall solution for the Bay-Delta, The preferre~ alternative s~outd
include a re~;ommendati~n for an institutional framework that encourages and
fac=h~ates w~=te~ t~ansfers, affords ~ppropnate pro~ection or mitigation for impacts
and provide~; fair, tamely procedures for d~rm=n=ng t~e cos~ and availability of
c~nv~y~nce c~pacity. ~e~l~y, the preferred ~{terna~ive

1. Provide operational criteria that encourage and facilitate transfers.

2 Provide the facilities and other physical improvements necessary to
tr.~nsfer water eff~�=ently across the Delta.

3. Recognize that access to regional conveyance facilities for wheeling ~s
equally important to access to Central Valley Project (CVP) anti State
Water Project (SWP) facilities. Without suc~ ~ccess, agencies not c~irectty
c~nnec’.sd to CVP or SWP tacilities have only a limited ability -- or no
al~ility - to part=cipate in transfers. Wittmut this access, development of
a,~ effic=ent water transfer market is impossible.

4. Promote fair, bmely procedures for determining cost and availability of
conveyance capacity to move ~’ansfer water.

5. Encourage agencies that control conveyanc, e facilities to set wheeling
ra;es =n accordance with state law and t¢ nat us~’w,,~=l,,,~-~- ’ ........ ,=,=~ as a
way to ~scourage transfers, with consideration of appropriate appeals
p’ocedures ie~ to a neutra! decisionmaker.

6 Promote and endourage deveiopment of unifo~, c~mprehensive ~ules
regdrding "one-stop shopping" for transfer approvals ~nd perm=ts.

7. Encourage transf~ that result in n0 net harm to the ~ay-Deita ’
e:osystem and quatity of water from Delta.

Encourage .~ransfers as a way t;o meet enwronmental needs in the Bay-
Del~a system.
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9. Encourage transfers that do not result =n overdraf’, or ¢legra~ation of
g~oundwater basins.

10. Pl’owde appropriate prot~’~io~ or mitigation fo~- water-rights holders and
third-party impacts within the district transferring water.

11. F~;’omo~e district-to-di=trict transi;ers.

12. A low the transfer of water saved tr~r~ugl~ disuk:~wid~ and on-farm
conservation measures.

! 3. Encourage quantification of waSer eligible for transfer in an equitable and
expedit=ous manner.

Enco~ra.~e an are~ =e~kin~ to o~ta~n additi~n~= w;ater ~hrough transfer~
tc, use ~ts existing resources e~ciently through adherence to an~
implementer=on of u~an best m~nag~ment pra~ice~ and a0ri~ultural
e~cient water management practices.

Ennnt~moe the creation of a Water Transfer Clearinghouse tha~ focuses
o~ the collection, assembly and dissemination of information on water
t~ ansfers t~ interested panics, including potential buye~ and sellers of
transfer water. The Clearinghouse shoul~ net take on a
a~v=so~: or a~vocacy role, bu~ shou!~ se~ as a neutral information
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